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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NQ.Z

WHEREAS, The death of the llonorable Virgil E, "Red" Berry,
State Senator from San Antonlo, on Monday, Hovember 24, 1969, at
the age of 70, leaves a void of great dimension in the legislative
halls of the Texas capitol; and

WHEREAS, Senator Berry, a four-term legislator who served as
a member of both the Texas House of Representatives and the Senate
was a dedicated legislator who was beloved and respected by fellow
legislators; and

WHEREAS, A native of Arkansas, the future senator was one of
13 children, He began work at the age of 15 for the Union Pacific
Railroad, but soon left this job in 1918 for service in the
United States Army; and

WHEREAS, After serving several hltches in the army,
"Red" Berry became a San Antonloc resident, emerging as a well-known
personage in the clty's social and pollitical l1life; and

WHEREAS, Although he was defeated in 1946 in his first
political aspiration, a race for San Antonio Police Commissioner,
the red-haired Berry acquired a taste for politics, and in 1960 won
election to the Texas House of Representatives. In 1966 he was
elected to the Senate, and after reapportionment made a second
race necessary at the end of two years he was reelected; and

WHEREAS, As a member of the fegislature, Senator Berry
fought unsuccessfully for legalization of pari-mutuel gambling, a
cause which made him famous throughout Texas, and he also supported
such outstanding legislation as educational benefits for the
underprivileged and tax exemptions for charity animal hospitals;
and

WHEREAS, In addition, he ardently supported lowering the
voting age in Texas to 18 and was the first legislator in Texas
history to get this provision out of committee and into floor
debate; and

WHEREAS, The outstanding career of Senator Berry was marked
by his great zest for life and his almost single-minded dedication
to the affairs of the legislature, and members of both Houses of
the 62nd Legislature wish to join in honoring this respected former
colleague, Senator Virgil L. Berry; now, therefore, be it

RiISOLVED by the Senate of the 62nd Legislature of the State
of Texas, the llouse of Representatives concurring, That the Texas
Legislature pay tribute to the memory of Sena'or Virgll E. Berry
and extend sympathy on their great loss to the members of his
family: to his wife, lMrs. Lydia Gorzell Berry and to his son,
Duke Berry, both of San Antonio; and to his brothers, Otis Berry
of Louisiana and Artie Berry of Kansas City, Missouril; and, be
it further

RESQLVED, That cofficial coples of this Resolution be nrepared
for the members of his family, and that when both licuses of the
Legislature of the State of Texas adjourn today that adjournment
be in memory of the Honorable Virgil li. "Red" Berry.
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By: Kothmann, Bernal, et al

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 3.

WHEREAS, The death of the Honorable Virgil E. "Red" Berry,
State Senator from San Antonio, on Monday, November 24, 1969, at the
age of 70, leaves a void of great dimension in the legislative halls

of the Texas capitol; and

WHEREAS, Senator Berry, a four-term legislator who served as a
member of both the Texas House of Representatives and the Senate was

a dedicated legislator who was beloved and respected by fellow

legislators; and

WHEREAS, A native of Arkansas, the future senator was one of
13 children. He began work at the age of 15 for the Union Pacific
Railroad, but soon left this job in 1218 for service in the United

States Army; and

WHEREAS, After serving several hitches in the army, "Red" Berry
became a San Antonio resident, emerging as a well-known personage in

the city's social and political life; and

WHEREAS, Although he was defeated in 1946 in his first
pelitical aspiration, a race for San Antonio Police Commissioner, the
red-haired Berry acquired a taste for politics, and in 1960 won
election to the Texas House of Representatives. In 1966 he was

elected to the Senate, and after reapportionment madé a second race

necessary at the end of two years he was reelected; and

WHEREAS, As a member of the Legislature, Senator Berrv fought
unsuccessfully for legalization of pari-mutuel gambling, a cause
which made him famous throughout Texas, and he also supported such
outstanding legislation as cducational benefits for the

underprivileged and tax exemptions for charity animal hospitals; and |
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WHEREAS, In addition, he ardently . supported lowering the voting
age in Texas to 18 and was the first legislator in Texas history to
get this provision out of committee and into floor'debate;Aand_*______

WHEREAS, The outstanding career of Senator Berry was marked by
his great zest for life and his almost single-minded dedication to
the affairs of the Legislature, and members of both Houses of the

62nd Legislature wish to join in honoring this respected former

colleague, Senator Virgil E. Berry; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate of the 62nd Legislature of the State of
Texas, the House of Representatives concurring, That the Texas
Legislature pay tribute to the memory of Senator Virgil E. Berry and
extend sympathy on their great loss to the members of his family: to
his wife, Mrs. Lydia Gorzell Berry and to his son, Duke Berry, both
of San Antonio; and to his brothers, Otis Berry of Louisiana and

Artie Berry of Kansas City, Missouri; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That official copies of this Resolution be preparead
for the memkers of his fahily, and that when both Houses of the
Legislature of the State of Texas adjourn today that adjournment be

in memory of the Honorable Virgil E. "Red” Berry




SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO, 3

WHEREAS, The death of the Honorable Virgil Z. "Red" RBRerry,
State Senator from San Antonio, on Monday, November 24, 1969, at the
age of 70, leaves a void of great dimension in the legislative halls
of the Texas capitol; and

WHEREAS, Senator Berry, a four-term legislator who served as a
member of both the Texas House of Representatives and the Senate was
a dedicated legislator who was beloved and respected by fellow
legislators; and

WHEREAS, A native of Arkansas, the future senator was one of
13 children. He began work at the age of 15 for the Union Pacific
Raiiroad, but soon left this job in 1918 for service in the United
States Army; and

WHEREAS, After serving several hitches in the army, "Red" Berry
became a San Antonio resident, emerging as a well-known personage in
the city's social and political life; and

WHEREAS, Although he was defeated in 1946 in his first
political aspiration, a race for San Antonio Police Commissioner, the
red-haired Berry acquired a taste for politics, and in 1960 won
election to the Texas House of Representatives. In 1966 he was
elected to the Senate, and after reapportionment made a second race
necessary at the end of two years he was reelected; and

WHEREAS, As a member of the Legislature, Senator Berry fought
unsuccessfully for legalization of pari-mutuel gambling, a cause
which made him famous throughout Texas, and he also supported such
outstanding legislation as educational benefits for the

underprivileged and tax exemptions for charity animal hospitals; and
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WHEREAS, In addition, he ardently.supported lowering the voting
age in Texas to 18 and was the first legislator in Texas history to
get this provision out of committee and into floor debate; and

WHEREAS, The outstanding career of Senator Berry was marked by
his great zest for life and his almost single-minded dedication to
the affairs of the Legislature, and members of both Houses of the
62nd Legislature wish to join in honoring this respected former
colleague, Senator Virgil E. Berry; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate of the 62nd Legislature of the State of
Texas, the House of Representatives concurring, That the Texas
Legislature pay tribute to the memory of Senator Virgil E. Berry and
extend sympathy on their great loss to the members of his family: to
his wife, Mrs. Lydia Gorzell Berry and to his son, Duke Berry, both
of San Antonio; and to his brothers, Otis Berry of Louisiana and
Artie Berry of Kansas City, Missouri; and, be it further

RESOLVED, That official copies of this Resolution be prepared
for the memkers of his faﬁily, and that when both Houses of the
Legislature of the State of Texas adjourn today that adjournment be

in memory of the Honorable Virgil E. "Red" Berry.
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